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ALAZANI VALLEY RED SEMI SWEET 
JSC Tbilvino, Kakheti, Georgia  

LCBO # 142109 │ 12.0% alc./vol. │ $15.95 │ Release: 16-Apr-2022 

“...this is a medium sweet red wine from Georgia and a perfect pairing served up 
lightly chilled with BBQ ribs or mildly-spiced curries. Vibrant with dark plum, red 
berry, mocha and savoury herb flavours on the palate with great acidity for food. The 
grapes for this wine spent four days on their skins and then pressed off for 
fermentation in temperature-controlled tanks…”  
Score – 87p. (Natalie MacLean, www.nataliemaclean.com, 2022) 
History: 

The story of the company begins in 1962, when one of the most powerful wine 
factories in the Soviet Union was launched – Tbilvino. For years the factory remained 
an essential part of the Soviet winemaking industry (90% of Georgian wines were 
made in this factory).  
In the late 1990s it emerged as an independent wine company with new dynamic 
management, philosophy and approaches. Currently Tbilvino is again one of the 
largest, most awarded producers and exporters of high quality wines from Georgia. 
       

Vinification:  
After 4 days on the skins, the wine is then pressed off and finishes its primary 
fermentation in temperature controlled tanks at 25/27°C resulting in fruity and 
fleshy character in the final wines. The vineyards are located in the Kakheti region of 
the eastern Georgia. 

Varieties: Saperavi 70%, Rkatsiteli 30%. 

Residual Sugar: 34 g/L 

Serving suggestion and food pairing: Serve at 16⁰C. Increasingly popular with variety 
of Asian cuisine dishes. Makes a light and pleasant dessert.  Excellent companion to 
cherry pie and fruit jelly. 

 NatalieMacLean’22 
David Lawrason, WineAlign’22 

87p 
87p 

mailto:info@unitedstars.ca
http://www.nataliemaclean.com/


 
 

Tel: 416-767-8639 │ info@unitedstars.ca │ www.unitedstars.ca 
 
 

ALAZANI VALLEY RED SEMI SWEET 
LCBO # 142109 

CANADIAN ACCOLADES 

Natalie MacLean, 
2022 

From Alazani Valley, Kakheti Tbilvino 2020 is excellent value at $16. Produced from 70% 
Saperavi with the balance in Rkatsiteli, this is a medium sweet red wine from Georgia 
and a perfect pairing served up lightly chilled with BBQ ribs or mildly-spiced curries. 
Vibrant with dark plum, red berry, mocha and savoury herb flavours on the palate with 
great acidity for food. The grapes for this wine spent four days on their skins and then 
pressed off for fermentation in temperature-controlled tanks (25/27°C). In the late 
1990s the Tbilvino Company emerged as an independent wine company and is one of 
the largest, most awarded producers and exporters of high quality wines from Georgia. 
Food pairings: turkey and cranberry sauce, pork with a fruit reduction, fresh fruit tart. 
www.nataliemaclean.com 

David Lawrason, 
2022 

This is an off-dry red from the local saperavi grape, but it does finish on the drier side 
thanks to the grape's good acidity. It has fragrant, plummy fruit nose with uplifting 
floral notes. It is mid-weight, a touch tart edged and dusty. Very good length. Chill 
lightly. Tasted April 2022. www.winealign.com 

Natalie MacLean, 
2018 

 
The perfect wine to pair with dark chocolate! This Georgian red wine 
is a blend of the red grape Saperavi and the white grape Rkatsiteli. 
Although this red has a touch of sweetness, it’s balanced beautifully 
by the ripe red berry fruit and spices. Lovely notes of blackberries and 
plums. Food pairings: turkey and cranberry sauce, pork with a fruit 
reduction, fresh fruit tarts. www.nataliemaclean.com 

Natalie MacLean, 
2020 

 

Produced from the white Rkatsiteli and red Saperavi red wine grape, 
this red blend from Georgia's Kakheti Valley is vibrant with red berry, 
mocha and savoury herb flavours on the palate. A fresh and juicy 
great value red blend that pairs equally as well with dark chocolate as 
it would with spicy Korean ribs. 
Food pairings: turkey and cranberry sauce, pork with a fruit reduction, 
fresh fruit tarts. www.nataliemaclean.com 

Craig Haynes, 2020 
This red blend mingles saperavii, an indigenous Georgian red varietal, with the white 
grape rkatsiteli. Dark berries, spice notes and soft tannins ruled its medium bodied 
palate and continued through its finish. www.nataliemaclean.com 
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John Szabo, 2019 

A plush, rich, just-off-dry red wine here that will please you more than you'd think. If 
you like those rich Napa Cabernets or California red blends (many of which are not 
totally dry), or other bold red wines, try this for a fraction of the price. It would be a 
revelation with, say, spicy curries (even vindaloo) or meats/stews/sauces including 
some sweet elements like cherries or plums or dried fruit of any kind. Worth 
discovering. Tasted January 2019. Value Rating: ***.  www.winealign.com 

Michael Godel, 2019 

Sweet and resinous, like mavrodaphne but with more earthiness and clayey liqueur. 
Nothing funky though certainly of the earth. A not so cloying sweet wine made from 
saperavi, "other red grapes" and the white rkatselli. Drink 2019-2020. Tasted January 
2019.  www.winealign.com  
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